
The	Paris	Agreement	



The	Journey	Thus	Far…	

•  First	World	Climate	Change	Conference	(1979)	
•  IPCC	(1988)	and	AR1	(1990)	
•  UNFCCC	(Rio	1992)	
•  Kyoto	Protocol	(1997)	
•  The	Copenhagen	Summit	(2009)	
•  The	Road	to	Paris	



COP	21:	Paris	2015	(Nov.	30	–	Dec.	12)	

•  196	parSes	to	UNFCCC	
present	in	Paris	

•  19,385	naSonal	
delegates	

•  8,338	observers	
•  8,825	media	
•  2,500	working	groups	

 
     
 



The	Paris	Agreement	

hXps://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/
eng/l09r01.pdf	
	
	



ArScle	2	(Agreement	Aims)	

•  Holding	the	increase	in	the	global	average	temperature	
to	well	below	2	°C	above	pre-industrial	levels	and	to	
pursue	efforts	to	limit	the	temperature	increase	to	1.5	
°C	above	pre-industrial	levels.	

•  Increasing	the	ability	to	adapt	to	the	adverse	impacts	
of	climate	change	and	foster	climate	resilience	and	low	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	development,	in	a	manner	
that	does	not	threaten	food	producSon.	

•  Making	finance	flows	consistent	with	a	pathway	
towards	low	greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	climate-	
resilient	development.		



Paris	Agreement	Features	

•  Requires	ParSes	to	submit	naSonally	
determined	commitments,	detailing	how	they	
will	reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
domesScally	and	to	assist	developed	countries	
in	miSgaSon	and	adaptaSon.		



Paris	Agreement	Features	

•  ParSes	aim	to	reach	global	peaking	of	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	as	soon	as	possible,	
recognizing	that	peaking	will	take	longer	for	
developing	country	ParSes,	and	to	undertake	
rapid	reducSons	thereacer	in	accordance	with	
best	available	science…on	the	basis	of	equity,	
and	in	the	context	of	sustainable	development	
and	efforts	to	eradicate	poverty.		



Paris	Agreement	Features	

•  Commitments	made	by	parSes	are	renewed	at	
least	every	5	years	and	must	be	progressively	
more	ambiSous.	

•  Requires	developed	countries	to	provide	
financing	to	assist	developed	countries	with	
miSgaSon	and	adaptaSon.	



A	Fundamentally	Different	Approach?	

•  All	In	
– Previous	negoSaSons	and	treaSes	(UNFCCC	and	
Kyoto	Protocol)	centered	on	a	firm	division	
between	developed	(Annex	I)	and	developing	
(Annex	II)	countries.	Only	Annex	I	countries	were	
obligated	to	reduce	GHG	emissions.		

–  In	the	Paris	Agreement,	all	countries,	not	just	
developed	ones,	are	supposed	to	curb	emissions.		



A	Fundamentally	Different	Approach?	

•  Pot	Luck	
– Previous	negoSaSons	divided	up	responsibility	
among	developed	countries	for	GHG	emissions	
reducSons	targets.	Those	were	to	be	
implemented	by	Annex	I	countries	and	enforced	
through	internaSonal	law.		

–  In	the	Paris	Agreement,	each	country	developed	
its	own	Intended	NaSonally	Determined	
ContribuSons	based	on	naSonal	circumstances	
and	brought	them	to	the	Paris	conference.	



A	Fundamentally	Different	Approach?	

•  Not	Binding	
–  The	UNFCCC	and	the	Kyoto	protocol	(and	efforts	to	
replace	them)	were	legally	binding	internaSonal	
treaSes.		

–  The	Paris	Agreement	is	not.	Rather	than	enforcing	
GHG	emissions	targets	through	a	legally	binding	
treaty,	the	Paris	Agreement	aims	to	mobilize	poliScal	
pressure	(both	internaSonal	and	domesSc)	to	
encourage	compliance.		The	agreement	creates	a	set	
of	transparency	measures	and	a	process	for	regularly	
and	publicly	reviewing	each	country’s	progress.		



A	Fundamentally	Different	Approach?	

•  Future	Commitments	
– Every	five	years,	beginning	in	2020,	each	country	
will	be	expected	to	contribute	a	new	naSonal	plan	
for	reducing	emissions.	



PosiSves	

•  More	consistent	with	economic	and	poliScal	
realiSes	

•  Moves	enforcement	from	the	internaSonal	to	
the	domesSc	realm	

•  More	flexible	in	the	face	of	rapid	change	



NegaSves	

•  Emissions	reducSons	pledges	fall	short.	



INDCs	

•  hXp://cait.wri.org/indc/	













NegaSves	

•  Emissions	reducSons	pledges	fall	short.	
•  No	Smetable	for	a	peak	year.	
•  Lack	of	specifics	on	increasing	funding	for	
poorer	countries	beyond	$100	billion	by	2020	
and	on	loss	and	damage	principles.	

•  The	developed/developing	country	divide	
remains.	

•  Compliance	and	enforcement	will	be	weak.	



Après	Paris	

•  2016	Morocco	Summit	
•  The	2020	test	



The	Paris	Agreement	


